THE EARLY ASTRONOMERS

GALILEO   BEFORE  THE  INQUISITION

Risch&Uz.

For teaching that the Earth and other planets revolved round the sun the great astronomer
Galileo was accused by the Church of heresy. In 1632, when nearly seventy years old, he was
summoned to appear before the Inquisition at Rome, where he was made to kneel and affirm
that his views were wrong. " I am at your mercy," said the aged astronomer, " and I must
say whatever you wish me to say." But his beliefs remained unshaken.

K5S than 500 years ago men thought
-the world was flat and stood still
while the sun and stars moved
round it. Among the first of those who
doubted this idea was Nicholas Coper-
nicus, who was born in Prussia in 1473.

Copernicus was the son of well-to-do
parents who sent him to the university
of Cracow where he studied medicine,
astronomy and mathematics. Tele-
scopes were still unknown, and Coper-
nicus spent many of his nights in a
high tower watching the stars and
studying their movements. He went
to Italy for a time and then returned
to his native land where after more
years of study he told some of his
friends his belief that the sun is the
central body round which the earth
and other planets revolve.

It was a long time before he could
be persuaded to write a book in which
his observations and theories were set
forth. The first printed copy of this
book, indeed, was brought to Coper-
nicus shortly before he died in 1543.
Other astronomers were able to read

these theories, among them Tycho
Brahe, though it was some years after
Copernicus had died. Brahe was born
in 1546, but it was in 1560 when an
eclipse of the sun made him determined
to study astronomy.

The King of Denmark built the largest
observatory ever known up to that
time in order that Tycho Brahe might
pursue his studies, and for twenty
years Brahe worked on the task of
determining the positions of the moon,
planets and stars.

His chief assistant was Johann
Kepler, born in 1571, and after Tycho
Brahe's death in 1601, Kepler succeeded
him. There is no doubt that Kepler
was one of the most brilliant men of
his times and that his work in astro-
nomy laidjsound foundations on which
other men~worked after him.

It was an age when men were eager
for new knowledge, and in Italy about
the same time.as Kepler was at work
there was another brilliant scholar,
Galileo, a professor of mathematics at
Pisa and later at Padua. Hearing of
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